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COMMENT ON .KHRUSHCHEV'S DENUNCIATION OF STALIN

Second Report
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' UNITED KINGDOM

Daily Worker; London, June 22

"'The political committee of the British Comnmist Party said yes-
terday that in the absence of a denial or sn official text the U.8. .
version of the Khrushchev report on Stalin must be teken as more or
1ess authentic. The Britich Commmists protested to the Soviet Commu-
nist Party nearly 3 months ago at the failure to publish the report.

The evil practices disclosed in the report have violated the Socialist
conceptions of democracy, sald the polical committee's statement.

The time has come for all countries tc abolish the death penally
in time of peace.. Therevised edition of the party's program, "The
British Roed to Socialism,” will pay special attention to pertonal and
civil liberty. All conditions ere present for a great wmited wvorking-
class advance in Britain and throughout the world, said the statemeat
which is published in full below. ' :

", The political committee of the Conmnnist Party has had under coa-
sideration the unofficial published version of Comrade Khrushchev's
report to the private session of the 20th Congress of the CP8U, togethar
vith the discussion in our party. At the private session of the 2kthy
national congress of our party on Apr. 1, & resolution vas psssed and
conveyed to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, regretting that
‘a public statement on this question hed not been made by the Central -
Comnittee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Uniom, vhich could have . '
ensbled the members of all Commmist Parties and the staunch friemds of
the Soviet Union to have understood fully the seriousness of the issues
and helped them to a better understanding of everything that is involved.
Our Party has not received any official version of the report of Comrade
Khrushchev. : ‘

' The continued sbsence of .an official report has led to the publica-
tion of unofficial versions through gradusl leakages and by sources
hostile to Socialism. 'This has made many Commmists outside.the Soviet
Union dependent on such enemy sources for information on these vital
matters and has thus added umnecessary difficulties to the estimation
and discussion of the facts. In the light of the wmofficial text now
published, which in the sbsence of official denial may be regarded as

more or less authentic, we reaffirm the general lines of the resolution
of ocur executive coomittee of May 13.
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' We consider that the 20th Congress of the CPSU was correct i
“condemning the cult of the individual and in endorsing the return to
' the Leninist principles of collective leadership and inner party
democracy. We consider that the 20th Congress was correct in frankly
exposing all the evils which followed from the departure from the
Leninist principles, in order to put an end to these evils. All :
Conmunists, in conmon with all democratic and progressive people, are
deeply shocked by the injustices and crimes vhich during the period
under review violated the essantial principles of Socialist Democracy
and legality and dishonored the noble cause of Communism. We repeat
that such evil practices are totally alien to Socialism and Cosenmima.

. At the same time, we recognize that these evils arcse not as a
necessary accompeniment of working-class rule and Soviet democracy, as
the epemies of Socialiamm pretend, but as a result of the violation of
the Socialist principles and during a specific period of sbnormal. strain
between 1934 and 1953. This was the perlod of the rise of fascisa ebroad,
the preparation of war, the Second World War, snd the Cold War. ‘The
Soviet leaders have exposed the evils and sbuses of this pertod in order
to correct them and make a decisive turn to the fulfiliment of the

. principles of Leninimm, collective leadership,,Socialist democracy

and creative Marxist work in all fields of science, literature and
arto ’ L e i : ! .

We recognize that in spite of the grave harm caused by these abuses
the Joviet pecple achieved very great and historic successes., In the
face of terrible difficulties, they established Socialism, withetood
and defeated the Nazi onslaught, and reconstructed their cowntry after
the unparalleled devastation of the war. This achievement deserves the
admiration of all and shows the superiority of the Socialist system over
capitalism and the creative possibilities it opens . yp for the people.

The 20th Congress of the CPSU itself recorded the histortc fact that
Socialism has now become & world system. It made major contributions
to Marxist theory, and helped the working-class movement in all countries
by its declarations on the possibility of rreventing world war, the peace-
ful transition to Socialimm, and the new opportunities for developing
working-class unity. The discussion arising from .the 20th Congress and
from the revelations regarding the 1934-1953 period of the Soviet Union
is stimulating fresh end fruitful thought and endeavor in every field of
Communist work and practica. , .

It 1s clear that a further review and discussion of the questions

opened up by the report to the private sessiom of the 20th Congress of
the (PSU is needed. :
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We agree with the observations of Comrade Togliatti end thl rmch;_ ;
Commmist Perty that it will be necessary to make a profound Marxist o
analysis of the causes of the degeneration in the functioning of Soviet - -
democracy and party democracy; that 1t is not enough to attribute these -

developments solely to the character of one individusl, and that a more
'aaequat.e estimate of the role of Stalin, both in its positive and nega- ¥

tive aspects, will be necessary.

It is clear that the steps taken for strengthening the operation bf‘ g

" Boclialist legality and safeguarding the rights of citizens will lead .

to a further examination of all problems of the functioning of Socialist
democracy and legality. Those responsible for past ‘violations of
Soclalist democracy and for crimes against the people are being punished,=
and this is Just and necessary. At the same time, it is understandable - -
that concern has been expressed at the gpplication of the death penalty -

in a recent trial in the Soviet Union. We express the view } :
light of the present world situation and the strengthened pof , X
the Socialist ceamp it should now be possible to bring about the abolition'
of the death penalty in peacetime in all countries, and we .gnize that‘

political and organizational methods,. the functioning of party mocrs.cy,
and the. tackling of the problems before us, our relations with dther .
sections of the labor movement and the aims of unity, as indicated in -
the executive committee's resolution. We shall also carry forward work .
on a new edition of "The British Road to Socialism," in which, among

. the many questions which will come up for review, we shall need to ex~

pand that section which shows how the democratic liberties won by the
people cen be maintained and extended, and how Socialist legality will =
be guaranteed. v Lt

- 'The enemies of our party hope that this discussion will weaken the .
party and open the way for attempts to smuggle anti-Marxist, anti-Commmist
bourgeois conceptions into the Party, striking at the roots of the Commu~
nist principles and organization. On the contrary, our party members and
organizations will know how to conduct the discussion so as to strengthen
every aspect of our party's work and activity. The democracy of our party :
is the widest democracy of any party in Britain. The freedom of discussion
and democratic functioning which is possible in our party, and which the
leaders of other parties fear to permit in theirs, is possible because :
of the essential unity of our party's Marxist outlock and our detemina-

“tion to reach, in the light of Marxism, unity on the policy which is in

the best interests of the British working class.
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Let us never forget, throughout this discussion, that the cause of

"'mmim, of national independence, of freedom and peace, 1s advancing

with giant strides throughout the world. All conditions ‘are present’

. here in.Britain for a great advance of the labor movement. Q(iven the

correct policy and leadership, the British people will defeat Toryiam
and move forward to Socialism. It 1s the mission of our Commmist Party
to help achieve these alms, and 1t is in this spirit that, while dis- °
cussing the urgent and important issues raised by the 20th Comgress of
the CPSU, we work to develop the greatest united movement of the people

for the policy put forward by our 24th national congress.

Y
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”‘"’8“‘ in l.atin 'n..-m

OMMUNIST cditi)'_rs in’ the West were placed{m a most
C awkward:_situation ‘wheni Mr Khrushchev’s *secret- .
specch ” was released by the State Department. th no . -
censorship at their disposal, they could not prevent qther -
newspapers from. splashing it on their front pages. Were =
they to follow, suit and reveal what was stll a sccret’in. ©
Moscow, or- should-their readers be left to learn- lhc horrid
truth from “a’ pon-party “source, without any mitigating
comment? Pandox:cally, the Anglo-Saxon Daily Warkers -
have chosen to ‘brave it out, while their usually vigorous .
Latin countetparts—-Umm and L’Hunmmé—-—have becn .
prudenty sileat, - - Coe

The New York Daily Worker actually blamed the Russiam o
for failing to break the news themselves, and thys. alb\vmg e
the State Depamncnt to exploit the situation. It eriticised -
Mr Khrushchev for' not: mentioning the persccution of
the Jews in his catalogue of crimes, and firmly concluded 7
that the record was sil) far.from complete. This language, ~ .
mixed with a fair measure of self-criticism, is cmamly an o
~ impostant novelty'and - a symptom of the mew. _mood.. -
Admmcdly the Anglo-Sazon parties are only poot ‘telations. -
"-in the communist family. Signs of ferment cin.also be ~
seen, however, i the big communist partics of France ind - =
Ttaly. If their pewspapers manage to clear their. throats
andspeakup,thcre wnllbzsomethmgreallymwmthc .
western from o
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:'mn ECONOMIST, JUKE 23, 1956 .

Defence is Not Expendable

note to the subject of defence economies which is at present

capturing public attention and engrossing Cabinet time. It
has taken the near-disasters of twenty years of war and cold war to
teach the democracies that they must stand ready and equipped to
defend themselves against any threat to the balance of power. M
blood and treasure have been paid to learn the lesson, We must not
decide now without the most searching debate and exhaustive public
explanation to go back on these painfully trodden tracks; and we
must never for an instant forget the effect of our decisions (whether on
sconomy or conscription) upon our friends, across the Atlantic and
in Europe.

There is no need to suppose yet that the prirarose path is likely
to be taken ; the first batch of savings when they are announced may
in themsclves be sensible enough; in fact, the doubt has rather
been whether they would be real. But in the mood of today the danger
of penny-wise, pound-foolish is ever present. There are persuaswc
argumeats for new thoughts on defence. The least persuasive is the

- argumemt which s1mply says that because an essential component of
defence strength is economic strength—as indeed it is—defence must
give way (against cven the counsel of Adam Smith) to opulcmc. There
are other candidates for savings, if the devil drives, in the welfare
state ; and our economic ills can be cured only by policy, not by

’ short—éighted short cuts. The most persuasive argument is that too
much of the present defence apparatus is out of date ; but the answer
must take due heed of the high cost and long incubation of up-to-
date replacements. The most difficult and deceptive argument is the .
one which says that, fearful of * the bomb,” the Russians and their
allies have pow sworn off war and turned over to economic and
political warfare instead.
~ No doubt the communists, like the rest of us, fear destruction and
will not court it. No doubt they are beginning, with high hopes of
success, on a campaign across the world of trade and propaganda.
No doubt we and our allies have now to turn with fresh compétitive
zest to this rivalry of wits and resources ; and no doubt what we can
fairly and safely subtract from the clauns of defence should go first
of all to aid us in this other cffort. But these are mot options

~ between wlnch we can now choose: defence or *competitive
coexistence.” Both have to be faced. -

Two questions must be asked before the wrobg conclusions ate
drawn from the apparent shift of emphasis in communist, policy. To
the first question—why the shift ?—the answer is obvious: the

" communists do ot want war, whether all-out or limited, because they
catinot reckon upon winning it ; and they cannot reckon upon winning
it because the western powers havc, haltingly enough, made them-
selves too strong. The conclusion is as obvious as the answer: the
western powers must stay strong if the communist powets are ndt to

Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-R%P78-02771R000200380004-2

NO apology is needed for returning yet again with a warning



Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380004-2

¢hift back again to the threat of war—or, more probably

snd invidicusly, of blackmail shert of war. The second

question is whether the Russians and their allies them-

selves have suited their deeds to their more peaceful
werds. The answer is that, in spite of (or indecd because
of) what seems to be a large and belated revision of their
defenice arrangements which has reduced their wasteful
and cld-fashioned standing armies an overload that we
de not possess), they may by all accounts present, il we
folter, a greater military threat in pumbers and in quality
than ever, with possibly an advantage in many modern
weapens.  The conclusion, again, is obvicus.

*

The Cabinet should not weary in well-doing, but
Ministers must be sure that it is well done. The case
bas been stated more than once in these columns for s
Minister of Defence with a will of his own and teeth,
The state of affairs which has seen such vast defence
expenditure with such disappointingly small results is
clearly capable of reform. The much talked-of savings
of stecks which in modern war may be otiose can
possibly be justified. The service passion for clinging
on te cut-moded things, at high expense, can usefully
be curbed. But there are three prescriptions which, in
recting out duplication and waste, Ministers will igncre
st their, and the country’s, peril.

The first prescription is that any cuts must meke
military sense : they must be related to the balance of
power and not simply to the balance of payments, Life-
and-death matter though that is as well. The sccond,
which springs equally from our military and ouwr
econiomic necessities, is that no cuts shall be made
except in concert with our allies : those who 1alk of
fresh positive tasks for Nato would do well to start by
making the existing concert of policies and arms &nd
the dovetailing of defence programmes and burdens
the realities which at present they are not. The 1hird
prescription, which is at the core of the first and the
sccond, is that this essential process of getting the

largest effectiveness in up-to-date joint defence out of ¢
the lowest expenditure of money and resources must
be conducted hand-in-hand and step-by-step with the

United States. Defence economies are possible, indeed
indispensable, in this “ long haul ” ; and the progressive
refashioning of the forces offers more savings than any
reasonable catch-crop this year, But if the
haul itself slackens, then the most hopeful featwe of
our times by contrast with a more myopic patt is
clouded, and we stand aguin in ap old danger.
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Following are

party:

Khrushchev Report

1'do not know if there will ba
raised here the question of the

* manner in which our parly was

informed of the criticisms and,
“:;n pticedar, of the pree!hl;
; nt o report made

Comrade (Nikita B.] Xhru-

i shehev..

' We mg‘im that the manner
was bad, but on the other hand,
we esk that it be recognized

_:.tlnt we wers in no way re-

sponsible,
. For obivous reasons of cor-

" ' jectitude toward our Soviet

comtades wa eould not act in

“ ‘ ar"ighotﬁer than we did.

ere haa besn expressed in

_ our patly a certain critfeal mal-

" content with regard to certain

-

4%

““ brought to the Xknowl

agpects and the form of the
foport -

". 1 wish to reeall to our com-
tades that the repert cannot be
‘considered ‘as something {so-
lated. It must be considered in
relationship with all that has
been said and that provides a
!rar'nework for ft.

We may not be pleased with

! " {ha manner in which the de- -

nunciation .[of errors) was

e of
the Communist movel:l‘:gt in
capitatist countries,

t we must recognize that
the denunciation of the errors

o+ axd the action energetically un-

- eminently

derteken to correct them are
itive acts, The
correction had to be made and
1t ought to be salutary,

. It wiil consiitute a reaftirma-
tion and will have as its con-
Nequience the reinforcement of

.. the demoeratic character of the
. Boclalist soclety (of the Boviet

[

i
i

Union}. S
< The report Jtself does not
{lvo an exhaustive and satis-
actory angwer to all the ques-
tons that rise to the mind of
tne who wamines it. :
Thers arises the guestion of
Wwhet madé such grave errots

Excerp!

edcorpte
] Togliotti’s statement
. Inst night to the Central Com
" . mittees of the Italion Communist,

- developmant,

s From

THE NEW_YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 195,

‘Tegliatti’s

to the Italian

[} . e

 WEy T e hat

around them

‘on the part of thoss who today
denounce the errors.

From thig arises the question
not only of the necessary cor-

rections but of guarantees
agzinst the repetition of similar
errors, .

Dictatorship of the
Proletariat

The construction of Socialist
soclety constitutes s transitory
perlod between the revolution
that strikes down capitallam
::g utlhe-trlump? of me!a:um

e passage to communism.

Thers can be discuasion about
how long could and should this
teansition period last, and it is
equally evident that in the
course of it there may be dif-
ferent' phases and therefors
different forms of democratie

Tu the Soviet Union thes
have been different phases.

We cannot exciude, indeed
we consider very likely, that in
the Saviet Union, while politl-
cal direction remains In the

. hands of the working class and
. its sllies, democracy may and
! should be developed in & new

way, but keeping its original
characteristics.

First Marz and Engels and
later Lenin, in developing the

| theory {of the dictatorship of

the proletariat], affirm that
the apparatys of the bourbeols

cannot serve to duild a
Soclalist soclety.

The apparatus must bs bro-
ken up and destroyed by the
working class and replaced dy
the apparatus of the prolstar-
jat state, that is of the stite
directed by the working cleas
itself.

Does this position remaln
fully valid today? -

Whe nwe in faet affirm that °
progress. toward soclalism is .
not only possible by democratic
means but also by using par-
Hamentiary forms, it is evident

there should have :
been credied at atmosphere of - -
consent and acceptance which : -
.almost Imply co-responsibility :

that we correct something In
this position, taking into ao-

come mbout that are
oourse in the world.

And here thers nrises the
question of the esistenos of °
different parties in a Sociallst
sl and of e copiouin
that 4 0
make to the advance toward

n i ueeless, and indesd

fdiotic, for to telt us
the::d‘mﬂm the
d es ]
party of the Soviet ' Union
means that we hold that every-
where in the world and in alt
situations the same things
must be done ss are done in

What has been done in the
Sovist Union is not the model
of what may and can be doné
in other countries.

We admit without ditfieulty
that & -ociota whars socialism
is being built there may be
S rti, o Tt e
coljaborate in this co! R

s mdinit thut (e throst
transforme-

toward profound
tions of & Boclalist nature may :
nt_parties.

e v i g

which succesd in eing with
h other in Bt Soriog
:::u transformations about.
The point oan be resched
and, if T am not mistaken, s
onw being discussed betwesn
the leaders of & great country
today ruled by the Communists
whers parties themselves are
extinguished as a result of the
attainment of a unitary
ist society .

The ltallsn Way Toward
Soclaliam

We must continue iIn the
search for and execution of
our own way, of ant Italisn wa
of development toward socia
fym. But I would Uke to cor-
rect those comrades whbo have
faid as 1f it were soinething

Sresie 220 T

y t
toward soclailam medns the
parllamentary way and Aothing

@ parHament In

- mentaty

Regort

development
that takes Inte eounnt he
auoagmarllr’udy schisved
e -°u.
Sinae these victories ,
ated & wide basis of democrativ
development, the Ttalian wa is
s way which envisages devalop-
ment on the demoeratic terrain,
anforcement of democracy aad
an evoiution toward certain pro-
eforms.
found noen:’lf t’“ ot S0 0B6
of the ways of developing demo-

mb

o
_ eratie pction to oblain pg-!“ft e

mx::r:‘hu pnnll::my coréaln
dittons must realized,
co'?herc must b @ partin

" that is truty s mitror of the

country, ‘There must be & par- -
Mta that functlons, and
ihere must he & great popular
movement that enables the
ecountry to express those neods,
which then can be sstisfied by

which the pop-

war far.:‘ have obhglcd 2 ﬁl‘&
rong represental

e for 4!![::«:!06! use of

wotking Wmel

manding from ) lament the

7 xf L -

R at are (he obiectives that

today we should eet for our-
selven? ’

Wh intend, on tha demecratic

a ) astion
e
ing masets to medity praagué-

iy the econcmic Ulsustures o!_j‘
[talian soctely. - .
tellan Bod Pian Guithined

. Phat iy, we Intedd to srles:
i Sl e et
epg:ln:! the mezimim well
bl oAt
ot .
qaln th':bd.‘ yr, . povely.
Tw obtain this, great
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THE

NEW Yonk ngs

Nehm s Criticism of Kbruséhcbev
_and the Soviet

ROHE, me 28 . f!autera)—
Pollowing are excerpts from an
" articls in Italian by Pletro Nen-
i, lender of the Left-Wing Bo-~
c{aﬁqt party: '

*Thus, comrades, the facts
stand. Wae ought to tell the
shametul facts.” with these
vordl Nikita Khrushchev con-
| eluded on the night of Fab, 24
last ‘the part devoted to “ﬁu
errors” of Stalin in tthe secret

‘report Presentdd to the dele-
"mates of the Twentieth Con- .

gress of the Communist party
_af the Boviet Unfon. ‘
The necessity for thereport
and for the extraordinary and
sgoret session of the congress
‘was the consequence of the
amasement by which the dele-
gatos to the Congress had besn
selzed when they hesrd, in the
ten preceding ¢ays, raining’
down from the eongreas plat-
forma & whole series of critl-
cisms of the cult of personality
gnd of the Stalin inyth; erit-
felems in the

tion
J. according to which
for twenty yoars in Russia
thare had not in fact existed &
oollagiate on of the'party
and of the atats but instead
thers had been diffused the
_ecult of the personality of Stalih.

Fublication by U, 8. Cited

It is neither the last nor the
least of these surprises of the
Twentieth Congrcu that the
secret report of XKhrushchev
has been pnhlluho(“by the Btate
Department, which on June &
* put out s version that Moscow
has not denled. It is thersfore
through the medium of the
press section of U, 8. 1. 8.
{United States Information
Service] that the Communist
parties themselven, rapresented
at the Mascow corngress, have
come to know one of the most
serious and dramatio doecu.
ments in the Communiat litera-
ture of the world.

Let us see in what the
“ahameful facts’’ revealed by
nist party of the Soviet Union
consist,

The first part of the report
{s devoted to the re-svocation

f an old polemie, of the an.

gonlam, so to speak, between
Lenin and Btalin, An antagoh-

~iarp well known in all i Tn"ﬂ“
tails outside the UU. 8, B.

but which the official hll(arl-
ans of the Sovist Umion had
passed aver for thirty years,
as if the testament of Lanin
had not even existed.

Dramatic Phass of Report

The report enters its most
dramatic phase when it gives
details of the purges, triala and
executions from 1936 to 1038,

From thit tragic period of
the Boviet Revolution we al-
ready knew tha four trials that
ended with a series of death
sentences: the tria! of the “sin-
tesn' (IGH E.] Zinovier,
{Lev B.] enev, Smirnov,
ate.) in August, 1938.

The ttlll of the “‘seventasn®
(Gregor{ Platakovy, Karl Ra-
dek, 8o olnlkov, etc.) in Jan-
uary, 1937

-The trial of Marsha! Tuka-
tscheveky and of a group of
generals and Red Army com-
mandants in June, 1P37. The
trial of the ‘twenty-one’’ (Alexel
Rykov, Bukharin, Krestinsky,

enryk G. Yagoda, ete) in
March, 1938.

With regard to these triale,

with the exception uf Tuks-
Aachevsky's, which ' wils kept

secret for weasons of military
security, there exisis an abun-
dant Jiterature, including
shorthand summary of the
hearinge.

It was evident from that tims
on that Soviet publio life had
undergone in the previous ten
years a double process of de-
generstion: On the one hand,
of the party an@ state machine
toward forms of bursaucratisa-
tion and terrorism, and on the
other hand, of the internal
opposition toward forms of

" ponspiracy and palace revolu-

ton.

What was known at that time
was only a part of the truth.
Not even Trotsky in his vehe
ment accusations of Stalin, not

. evan Vietor Sergs i his “'Pam-

phlets,” not even Boris S8uvarin
in his slashingly eritical biog-
ruphy of Btalin, weres in com-
plets possession of ths wnolc
truth, as it is now

vuhd by the disciples an luc-—
osssvra of Stalin,

3 2 v e e g <

QIINDAY JUNB 24, 1956.

Systeg;

- — AN
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Let up ask: ‘ot Yo~
ment what the nth con-
grass of the U. 8 -8 R, Comm®
nist party was, It was the con-
greag of the ‘‘victors.” It was
held in Moscow at ihe end of
January, 1834, It opened with
“‘tempastuous’’ applause for the
g::xr:l committes and for

1f one congiders that the
power of Stalin was not at that
time what it becams later with
the war, it is evident that the
massacres disclosed by Khrush-
chev involve respotisibilities
that were not Stalin's alone but
of the whole dirsctive appara-
tus. Tcrror.!neondltlmotumc
and place not justitied by

onsity, was the pﬂet to
the suppression of al
ocratie life inside the pl.rty and
the state

Some of K's IMr. Krush-
chev’s] heavy ironies must
have sent & current of jos
through the congress delegates.
For cnmglue, ths phrase atty)-
tmes B ; :nhst "3

mes happens [

is invited Stalin as um
and when he is before him he
has rno idea where he will end
up, whether at home or in
prison,

Sasplelon of Voruhllov

Or “Stalin ocaupied himself
with the absurd and ridiculous
auspicion that Voroshilov was
a British agent. A 3 1 in-
terception system was jastailed
In Voroshilov’'s house {0 hear
everything that was said.”
Again (after a reference (o
Stalin’s criticlams of Molotov
and Mikoyan at the nineteenth
eo:fm)‘ “Jt cannot bhe ex-
cluded that Comredes Molotov
and Mikoyan would have pro-
nounced no chen -.t thll
eoure- it

At lut the ﬂm.l
was intended to be &
tion for K
berg of the

mm 'l
, which

O~

Politburo.™

At this point K answers thc
questions that must have been
in the air: “Whera ware tha
members of the political office
of the Contral Commlittes? Why
did not they react in time m
the enit of the personality
Why do they only react m?"

: of tresponaibility precisely feor

&
L

And this answer may’ bs valid
:: :ctltﬂeﬁv personal ‘sepse, It
the * ciptn‘!

shevil

*

vali¢ for
Commities on the Bol

y. It Ja not valid for the |

olitburo, - There ia no doubht
that tha facts cit
chev, and on which world opin-
lon row awaits proper decumen-
tation, must hava placed the
members of tha politieal office
in'e very difficult situstion. But
they had besn placed In posts

this purpose, precimly to face
ditficult situations.
From the revelationg of K we-
Krermiin. apponre o tave by
appears va beany
practically & maniso who, like
the figure of the dbtttnr in
which Charlls Chaplin per-

K cannot contain his laugh-.

o e e T A e ] i i

by Khrush. |

R A

tm- at and eontempt for Stalin'g : |

tz? genlus, Of the histers-

elullon_thi demolition of the
setion of & mmathmy !
years personified the i
nist revolution, Asdwthe ques-

tion has been: , &t the gnd
“of his roport: “But How. was
all this possible? Stalin was at
the heag of the and of
holcounttr y YOAYS
and i the course

many battle have
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3.. Bolsheviks.”” After this,
evidently, we can return to the
original question: Who then

gresses, their Central Oommlt-
tee, their Politburo, the Bovie

eta, little by lttle, had aliowed

themselves to be stripped over
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what, and why.
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foats itself in the K report as
svon as the Rapportsur deals
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function of the Marxist party.
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oty and of ‘the Vistory of com- .
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Avanti, 14 June

Our italicized article of yesterday /I3 June articls
in Avanti/ "PFrom the shock to the comic strips,” dealing
wit e Khrushchev secret report, and the .true or false - -
"top secret”" reports has provoked many, and completely con-
trary, reactions from the press. We can forget 11 Messaggero

ro-Goverr.ent Rome dally/, and Il Giormale 4! 1 0= -
overnment dally published in Rome/, who interpret our piece
as a defense of Stalin, or a solicitation to bury the past.
Either they haven't understood anything, or they have simu-
lated ignorance. It surprises us (but not too greatly)
that the Messaggero interpretation 1s echoed in full by
La Giustizia Zgg t Socialist daily of Rome/, while la

5ce Repubblicana /Rome daily of the Italian Republicam
ar untly views our article as "without scruples,” and

‘of a party "which places itself in the psychological position

of being led by the Italian Communist Party in the interpre-

“tation of the Soviet events."

' The fact 1s, we do not wish to defend Stalin nor cover
up his mistakes and faults with a compassionate vell. On
the contrary, the first secret report of Khrushchev leaves
us perplexed by a basic imbalance, between the portion
which criticizes the man, the personality cult; power abuse,
the political and military errors of Stalin (a courageous .
and just critique in many aspects); and the part concerning
the environment, the historical moment, the objective and -
subjJective conditions of the class struggle, which 1s com-
pletely inadequate or even lacking. Vainly, 1n the lengthy
report the reader seeks an answer to why and how 80 many .
errors and crimes were committed. An unclear dlstinction,
between the commnist system and its practical operations
results in Stalln being ralsed to the symbolic value which
Maligno has in certain mystic works, in which the author -
provides the words and the reader construes the meaning. .

An act of courage and clarification cannot halt midway;
critical analysis cannot be one sided if one wishes to be
politically cohstructive and pedagogically‘eorrect,”:Izﬁ<zua~
should not leave doubts as to the motivation and the aims:
that one presstablighes. And the Khrushchev report (at
least the version we know), is inadequate, precisely.because
1t lacks a full assumption of responsibility fbr the criti-
ciam," even if the report is congidered as an integral part-
of the overall happenings and debates at the 20th Congress.

-

R
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_As to the "top secret" report, be it true or false, we can

" do no more than repeat what was saild yesterday. Either

T W BTET AT W

France Soir and the Journalistic agencles are overstepping
‘The bounds, or whoever prepared and distributed the report
is passing the 11m1ts‘[§ e. of common decenc In the long
- run the only one to profit from such materia would be
Stalin, the 1dQl whom they wish to demollsh: and this does
not help the presumed manipulators, or the presumed authors
of the "top secret" report.

¥
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FRANCE .

- L'Humanite, Statemsnt of 'tm Politburo of the Prench Com-
S munist Party on Khrushehew Report, 19 June

.The bourgeois press has published a report attributed
to Comrade Khrushehey. This report, which adds to 3talin'’s
already known errors, statements of other grave mistakes
committed by him, Justifiably provokes high feelings afhwong
the members of the French Communist Party.'

The French Communists, as do the Communists of all
eountries, denounce the arbitrary acts of which 8talin is
accused and which are contrary to the principles of Marxism-
Leninism, . : N - : S

The effort of the leaders of the CPSU to undertake the
correction of the errors connected with the cult of the
" individual emphasizes the strength and unity of the great
party of Lenin, the confidence which 1t enjoys among the
Soviet geoples, and 1ts authority in the international labor
movement.,

: However, the Politburo regrets that because of the con-
ditions under which Comrade Khrushchev!s report was pre-
sented, the bourgeois press was in a position to publish
facts of which the Prench Communists had been unaware, Such
a situation 1s not favorable to normal discussion of these
problems within the party. It facilitates, on thes contrary,
gpecul:tions and maneuvers on the part of the enemies of

ommunism, o L

The explanations given up to now of Stalin's errors,
their origin, and the oonditions under which they developed,
are not satisfactory. A thorough Marxist anal 8 to deter-
mine all the circumstances under which Stalin was able to
exercise his personal power is indiapensable,

It was wrong, while Stalin was still living, to shower .
him with dithyrambic praise and to give him the exclusive
credit for all the successes in the Soviet Union which were
due to a correct general policy in the construction of - :
Soclalism. This attitude contributed to the development of
the cult of the¢ individual and negatively influenced ths . °
international labor movement. Today, it 13 wrong to blame
Stalin alone for every negative act of the CPSU. : '
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Stalin played a positivé role in a whole historic
perlod, With the other leaders of the party, he took an
active part in the October Socialist Revolution, then in

- the victorious struggle against forelgn intervention and

counterrevolution. After the death of ILenin, he fought

agalinst the adversaries of Marxism-Leninlsm and for the

application of the Leninist plan for the edification of
Soclalism. He contributed in great measure to the forma-
tion of all the Communist Parties.

Stalin acquired a deserved prestige which he allowed
to develop into the cult of the individual. The develop~
ment of this cult was facilitated by the position of the
Soviet Union, for a long time exposed alone to the under-
takings of a world of enemies. Thils necessitated an ex-
treme test of the people!'s strength, an iron discipline,
and strict centralization of power of the proletarian State.

- These clrcumstances help to explain the enormous difficultie

which the Soviet Union had to face, without Justifying
3talin's activities, however. He committed a number of ,
violations of Soviet law; he carried out arbitrary repressiv
measures against militant Communists; he transgréssed the
party principles, and, using condemnable methods, he did
great harm to the Soviet Union and to the international -
Communist movement, . ‘ ‘

The 20th Congress of the CPSU, during which Stalin's
errors were Justifiably denounced, was the congress of the
brilliant balance sheet of the Soviet Union, which, having
achleved the construction of Socilalism, has started on the
road to a Communist soclety. It was the congress of great
victories on the part of the countries in the socialist
camp. Ib emphasized the possibility of avoilding wars in:
our lifetime and of achleving Socialism by new means. It
brightened the prospects of the working class's march to
unity. o : S

In order that all militants, in preparation for the
14th Congress of the French Communist Party, can profitably
discuss the problems raised by Comrad Khrushchev's report,
the Politburo has asked the Central Committee of the CPSU
for the text of this report with which the members of certal -
Communist. and workers parties are already familiar, ‘

Falthful to the principles of Marxism-Leninism, aware
of the prominent role of the Soviet people, pioneers of _
Socialism, and in ¢ lose solidarity with the CPSU, the Frentl

Communist Party will do everything in . 1ts power to mhke uni:
of actlon of the working class a reality, in order to advah
toward a new Popular Pront and a socialistic France.
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Le Mo ndg, 19 Jm = S o

'Lo Mon today conoludes the puhlication ot lhruuhchsv'
gecret report on the ocult of the individual. The document :
is, as our readers will have determined, a moat important
one for understanding of these times, and, without doubt,

- one of the most extraordinary texts in the history of humanit

Certalnly, many of the facts that 1t contains were
already known in the West., It was known that Stalin had
massacred hundreds of Bolsheviks from his first hour, and
tens of thousands of adversaries of the Revolution, that he
had ignored the warninge of those who announced Nazi aggres-
sion, that during the war he deported entire populations be-
cause they could have helped the invader. No free mind
could have accepted the fables invented to Jjustify the de-
nunciation of Tito, the trials of Rajk, Kostov, or Slansky,
or the "doctors plot," But, throughout the world, the Com-
munist leaders had denled the evidence en masse and heaped
abuses on everyone who queationed the profound goodneas
and infallibility of the "genial father of the. people."
Millions of credulous militants, belleving in the words of
their leaders, remalned impervicus to the slightest doubt.

Today 1t 18 Ehrushchev himgelf, in a document whose
authenticity has been questioned by no one to date, who pre-
sents the monatrous account of the crimes and madness of
his predecessor. The minimm effect of the reading of the
report on men who yesterday fought with simple faith, should
be to lessen the attention they pay in the future to the

"~ objections and reporta of those who do not share their con-:

vietion..

" PBut 1s it not their entire crado" which is shaken?
Marxism was to free man from all dissensions; it has re-

sulted in the tyranny of a new Peter the Great, more worried,
as are so many dictators, about the power of the State and
his own glory than aboiit the good of his people. 1Is not .
Khrushchev attaching to the individual an importance which -
the classaics of scientific socialism dispute when he so -
vehemently denounces the cult of the individual? -

To the extreme un3851neas of the Communists, of which
Togliatti's interview and Thorez's sllence are examplés,
there must be a corresponding uneasiness on the part of
those who are not Communists, Those who hoped that, with
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the elimination or'Stalin and with his posthumous denuncila-,
tlion, the era of arbitrary actions and terror would come

" to an end, cannot, after reading the report, feel at all

reassured, What 1s denounced in the report is the abuse of
vliolence, not the principle of its use. And the constant
references to Lenln, the use of the word "enemy" to refer
to the outside world, remind us that the Kremlin's present
leaders have given up no part of their dream of world
revolution, The Buccesses achieved by the USSR durlng the
past 20 years, often thanks to war, and thanks, in any case,
to a superior efficiency in totalitarian methods, are of
such a maghitude that they easily hide, in the eyes of the
Soviet leaders, the important philosophical faillure that
the Khrushchev report reveals. ' o

. But whatever one thinks of this failure and of the
dreams of the new masters of old Ruasia, the fact remains

that they have in their control, whether directly or.iﬁdireetly,

a blllion human beings, and that their influence, little by
11ittle, 1s reaching into Asia and the Middle East, The
western leaders, who formerly hoped to win out over this
vast empire by their superior numbers alone, now realize
the futility of their dreams. We are sentenced to live
slde by side.

- Above and beyond the ideological consideratlions, the
evolutlon which everyone can see in the Soviet system al-
ready has led to a certain interpenetration of the two
worlds. The development of this interpenetration is the .
only chance of a real liberalization of the Moscow reginme,
and in the long run, of a reconcilistion of the two systems -
over which humanity i1s quarreling. It is for this reason
that man, whatever his opinions and whatever distrust he

‘has the right to feel, must play the game of relaxation to

the utmost,
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DENMARK

Land og Folk (Communist), 7 June

' The other day, Land og Polk printed the version of

of Khrushchev!'s speecﬁ'foféie closed meeting of the 20th
congress published by the American State Department, It
contained nothing new of significance beyond what had been
already learned from various Soviet sources., But the
interest of American propaganda in stressing this /The :
contents of the State Department versioq!7’1s not surprising.

We can, of course, not guarantee the reliability of
the details thus made known, butthis much 18 incontrover-
tible-~that under the strain of the Soviet people's struggle
to gain victory for soclalism, very serious mistakes ‘have .
been made. We regard 1t as completely correct, however,
that these mistakes are brought into the open. ' :

As the central committee of our party has already said,
the occurrence of serious errors of Jjudgment can only be a
very painful thing for all Communists, In the truly Com-
munist view, such occurrences must. without reservation be
condemned as foreign to socialism., o

All this, however, 1is only one side of the truth. The
professional blackeners of the Soviet Unlon and of .socialism
who now beat their drums, do so without the clightest justi-
fication. In the first place, what 1is taking place is that
the errors are being dealt with. And in the second place,
It IE»consfanEIy BecomIng clear to more people that the

stupld and unrestrained smear ¢ al against the Soviet

nion whic or years has been " comme au 8 untenable
and untrue. T - : :

Why, for example, was the Folketing delegation so posi-
tively astonished at many of the things they saw in the USSR?
Why did their natural approval of incontrovertible facts
glve rise to such angry~condemnation'1n'the'reactionarg
press? Why does the ggrp'éouncilaitself acknowledge the
tenabllity of Soviet evelopment plans? . Church 11 even says.
that the ec¢onomic progress in the Soviet Union is going for-
ward at a greater pace than claimed by the USSR itsélf.
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Desplte desperate attempts to revive the cold war,
reldkation of tensions is'dgiﬁiﬁs d, At the present,
the S0clalistic discussion in the Labor movement is become
ing more lively. Under these conditions, 18 it not neces-
sary to discuss the soclalistic experiences of the Soviet
Union in a more calm and Judlcial manner?

We do not doubt that such a discussion, in which both
positive and negative factors are taken into consideration
and seen in their true relationships, will strengthen the
cause of both peace and soclalism. Is thls, perhaps, why
others wish to avoid this dlscussion?
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NORWAY

‘Friheten (Communist) 8 June

The American State Department has during the past few
days started a violent campaign in comnection with the pub-
lication of the speech made by Khrushchev to a closed meet-
ing of the Congress of the CPSU, L

In one way or another, the Americans have obtained
the text, or rather parts of the text, of the speech,

And now thils text is published all over the world in
the most sensational forms. The intention is obvious.
The US government is attempting in every conceivable way o
to stiffen the hard front against the socialist world, which

~ front was built up during the days of the cold war,

‘ This attitude is necessary in order to maintain NATO,
SEATO, and the other aggressive alliances in their old,
rigid forms. This 1s necessary 80 that the US will be able
to maintain its "leading role," i.e., maintain its sway
over the capltalistic world, and hold this world together
under American leadership. And since arguments no longer
serve the purpose, fear 1s employed. The atmosphere of fear
is the condltion in which the rulers of the US feel most at
home. o R

: It 18 clear that the text of Khrushchev's speech will,
both frighten and shock those who read it. The speech was
made on the next to the last day of the Congress. In the
previous:nine days, the Congress had dealt with a number of
problems essential to the development of the Soviet Union.
The Congress asserted that the transition process from )
capitalism to sociallism had been completed, and that the
country had advanced a long way toward the next stage, Com-
munism, This had been accomplished thanks to the fact that” -
in these basic problems, a correct political line hzd been
followed, that the problems had been correctly solved, and
that the 1incorrect political offensives of the groups of the. !
Right and of the Left had been repulsed. . N

'During the whole period since 1917, including the time
when Stalin played such a dominating role in the Party and .

v -
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the government, this program has been carried forward dy
the CPSU. And during all this time, the great efforts of
Soviet workers and peasants in the cause of socialism have
guaranteed the realization of this program. ‘

The Congress also spent several days planning the solu-
tion of future tasks., It set goals greater and more epoch-
making than ever before, goals which mean & new era for ’
the whole socialist development.

But at the same time, the Congress was faced with the

task of settling with the past, settling with grave errors

and shortcomings. And if the great resultis and achievements
made in the Soviet Union are closely connected with the ‘
person of Stalin, so are the errors and shortcomings, to

& high degree. The contents of Khrushchev's speech is a
complete demonstration of this. ' K

. Shocking things have occurred in the Soviet Union.
For years they have been hidden, both from the Soviet publie,
and from the international public. Conditions which entailed

‘the most mand#fest breaches of the principles obtaining for

a soclalist state, and which carried with them breaches of
the laws and rules of this state, had gradually arisen.,
These conditions hit primarily the leading cadre of the Com~
munist Party, and therefore prevented the development of :
important, positive forces imn the country. _

Stalin, with his willful practices, must assume much

" of the guilt for the development of these conditions., But
4t is plainly indicated in Khrushchev's speech that these

conditions were exploited by elements which had entrenched
themselves in important positions, and who in their whole
attitude and work showed that they were bitter enemies of

~socialistic development, ' >

. In his speech, Khrushchev painted a rough picture of
these dark events in the history of the Soviet Union. But
the manner in which these things were presented shows that
the Congress was an effort to finally and definitely put an .
end to these conditions, .

We have previously discussed the reasons why such things
did happen, or could happen. These were the complex of clr-
cumstances arising from the heritage of tsarism and from the’
strained situation in which the Soviet Union found 1tself
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. when 1t had to solve problems which meant life or death C ;
T to the whole Soviet state and the building up of socialiam.‘s

For Communists all over the world 1t comes as a severe_?figrf
blow that these things could happen, and that the. condition_;~'

could last as long as it did.

It teaches us, first and foremost, that during future’
work in the cause of socialism, some facets of political
development in the soclalist state must be watched and
guarded in a far different manner from that which has
hitherto been in use. Further, it teaches us that in the

Communist party it is the duty of all members always to be

"on'guard against even the slightest tendency toward slack-

-."“

. repor
.- Which at any cost must be avoided in the bullding and the
~netruggle for goclalism, Together, these reports and the:

‘way the Congreas dealt with them are a basic settlement with

ness or breaches of Party principles concerning dempcracy
and cﬁllective leadership.

The great results Khrushchev was able to present to.

the’ Cbnpreas in his first report, and Bulganin's aspeech

concerning the new Flve-Year Plan, show what can and has 'i;'
been %ained by following the road of socialism. The last
by Khrushchev at the closed meetings shows the things_

one period of development and a transition to a new perioq
In sum, they mean a new era for the whole socialistic worild,
and thus also for all of humanity.

‘ ' The supporters of capitalism who are now seeking to
exploit the settlement with the past which the Communists

-&f the Soviet Union have undertaken, do so in order to main-
‘:{pﬁin and make more severe the conflicts in the world, and
“'to maintain the "iron curtain" and the atmqsphere of the
~cold war and the hot war.

In the long run, they will not succeed. The forces of
socilalism are s0 superior that the socialist world will sur-
mount the palnful process which the settlement has been,
and, sounder and stronger, proceed to the solution of its
new tamks.

22
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© BELGIUM

| Le Drapeau Rouge (Communist), 19 June -

,:The criticisms addressed to Stalin by the 20th Céngreah
of'yhe_CPSU have deeply moved Communists in the entire world,

We have already said that.

At the time of the 20th Congress, our newspaper dedi-
‘cated a series of articles to the problems raised.

However, they did not encompass all the issues.

That was impossible because we were ignorant of a num-
ber of facty. L S

*

LAl L

But even without awaiting these Z?hct%?. the reactionary
press has Joyfully devoted itaself to printIng all kinds of..
slander and insults with the obvious aim of concealing the
victories gained by the Soviet peoples on the path of Com-
munist enlightenment, . B

Going even further, they have now begun predioting--
particularly concerning Belgium--the decline and disappear-
ance of Communisms... o - e
- However the fact that 10,000 Borinage miners went on
strike two weeks ago against the closing of their coal mines -
has sufficed for these same persons to demand that the Com-
munists admit they are the organizers of this labor action.

PFor persons "reduced to the simplest expression," as
Le Soir éﬁﬁde ndent Brussels dail labeled the Communists
Tas Yy /17 June/, the least that can be sald is that

thelr enemles acknowledge they have a "1little bit" of influ-
emce left in certain fields. : S

As for the_gossip writer of Le Peupleséafricial Belgian
Soclalist orgarn/, he ventured to say last Sunday, "When we

denounced the Tyranny of Stalin several years ago, the Belglan

Communists accused us of spreading 'anti-labor' alandqr.“.‘“

.. However, aeverai-yeafs ago this gosaip writerchﬁually
wrote a pamphlet gléerifying Stalih, whom he compared with
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. uasn firws ' }vlniliph:‘b? :
. now ‘ “tﬁl W of tarmnty, however
thn pomuu 1t

. ' has been, And where the victories
gained in the past will nOU‘un1t1p1¥ in an impetuous tempo.
t has dbeen written in the annals of history that antient -
Russia, feudal and tragically backward, will be the greatest

power in the world, in all its dominions.

In the still-capithlist world also, where such oneatly_
conducted discussions will raise the level of the politiecal
conscience of the workers, the confidence in their strength
and in their potentials will be affirmed. * .

- Decline of Communism, especially in Belgium? Let ‘us

see! Has capitalism been destroyed here? Do the 3ociete
Generale and other trusts no longer spread their monstrous -
tentacles into the entire economic life of the nation? Does
the owner, in all branches of irndustry, not push more fever-
ishly to accentuate the tempo of exploitation of the workers?
'Does he no longer refuse to improve social security decisively?
-.Has he agreed to support the expenses of the old-age penaions
better?

No!

Then Communism will remain in the soul of Just and good
men, who are revolted by arbitrary actions. It will above
all remain in the soul of those whom capitalism exploits '
most rbrociously, the.workers.

Moreover, 1t 1s not the first time in history that 6ur
party has been declared dead, if net already buried. .

However, 1t will always be thero. because the working
class--without which it cannot live--will always be there.
And 1t needs men who are completely devoted to its éayse.

The Communists are not the only ones? That 1s possible,
But they are. And their contribution to the common cause is
not small: they are the only ones to have led aeveral working
classes to victory already.

Errors and miatakes, grave errors and great miatakes have
been committed on the victorious path, but the path has been
surmounted despite them. For 1t must not be forgotteh that
in the USSR there are no lohger persons who amass fubuloda
wealth by exploiting the work of otHers!
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Antaeus, hero of Greek mythology. In fact, he only denounced

- one thing: the rule in our Communist party which provides

that a militant pald by the party never may receive higher

compensation than the average salary of a worker, That 18 -

why the Communists had to part company with him, and for
‘no_other reason.

That 1t was belleved that a militant worker could re-
main a militant completely devoted to the interests of the
workers while enjoying material advantages incomparably
superior to those of the workers, is obvliously his businesl

-as well as that of his new employers.

But this does not give him the right to Judge the Com-
minists, nor the mistakes whioch they can make, nor the way
~in which they correct these mistakes, nor the lessons which
such mistakes entail, nor, above all, of presenting himself

as a person seeling more clearly than the others, :

Let us therefore leave the reactionary enemy to hia
antli-Communist worries. And let us also leave the turncoats
to their throbbing desire of finding more honorable justifi-
cations for abandoning the cause than the real reasons whieh
are infinitely less pretty.

If then the Communists cannot count on their enemles
to enlighten them i1t 1s not less true that they have the
vorry of being clear-sighted themselves. And of being
clear-sighted in a situation which allowed three great
mistakes to have been made by a man who symbolized his
country--the USSR--and his ideology--Communism.

: This means that in order to be clear-sighted, the Com-
munists cannot count on any but thelr own efforts. And
on those of workers whose only reason for existence ls
to serve. the : common. 1nterest.

In this sense bhe 1nterv1ew of Comrade To liathi,
secretary géneral of the Italian Communist Party, which
Drageau Rouge begins. publishing today, constitutes a rea
contr on to an undarstanding of the problemb poded.

There 18 no doubt that there w111 be others, ori our
part as well as on the part of our friends throughout the
world. _ . :

During theae discuasions and at their end; great vic~‘

tories will be gained. Not only in the field of revolutionary
theory, but in every-day events.
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THE NETHERLANDS

De Waarheid (Communist), 7 June

Foster Dulles certainly does not hesitate to prove that
his "version" of Khrushchev's speech is a falsification and
- that the publication of the speech in the US is merely con-
tributing to the Cold War. :

The first incident which proves that the report 1is a
- falsiflcation occurred when the US State Department indi- -
cated in a diffident statement that it did not vouch for
the report's reliability; the second, when London refused
to publish the fabricated report; and the third, when it
was announced that the falsified report is being.broadcast.
to the USSR over 130 transmitters. '

The latter tops them all. The actual speech delivered.
by Khrushchev 18 known in the entire USSR and has been dis-"
cussed by Communlst and non-Communist Party members in i
thousands of meetings. At present, the Soviet people need ;!
Mr. Dulles even less than before for their enlightenment, H
. : ot

The obJjective of broadcasting falsified statements )
can, therefore, merely be for the purpose of creating con-
. fusion and distrust, increasing the Cold War, and straining.
‘relations between 'the USSR and the US. Indeed, when the
US peacemakers show their real characters, there are not so
- -many nice things to see,- : :

And to think that they are the ones.that lay down the
law here and at whose command a1l kinds of party leaders,
Journallsts, and important people Jjump to attention! 'Is it

any wonder that many people are turning to the Communist
Party because they believe that some things must change?
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SR

Zeltung (Communist) 6 Jﬁﬁe.”

Washington -- Press reports announce that the speech,
which the First Secretary allegedly made at a secret meet-
ing of the CPSU, 18 in the hands of the US State Depart-
ment. The speech i1s sald to be stronger than originally
had been thought. The State Department, however, allows

:that 1t 1s not quite sure whether this 1s Khrushchev's

authentic speech. It is not impossible, therefore, that
it 18 a doctored text which was published just at a time
when the eyes of the whole world are directed toward Moscow
because of Tito's visit to the USSR,
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_JUNZ5 1956

Text

Following 1s the text of a ndm%\l capeac-
atatement issued by the Commu-| itles for the of hu-
nist party of the United States

. h;-rqtg:atmuy on the new policy
0

Boviet Union toward

Stalin:

The publication of the State.

Department's text of Khru-
shchev's apeech to a closed ses-
slon of the twentleth Congress
of the C. P, 8, U. fCommunist
Party of the Sovist Union) has

given a fresh impetus to the

diready widespread discussions
in . our country about the
changes taking place in the So-
viet Ubnion,

The State Department would
like Americans to belfeve that
nothing has c¢hanged in the So-
viet Union. It hopes to cancel
out the tive impact of the
intored, sbsong other e

, among: other 51, &
new relationship of world
forces, opening up for the first
:Ima ‘ll:l l;.mory th re;: upo:zt

or & ng peace. opes in

this :l‘y to keep alive the dis-
integ § resmnants of the
cold war. ‘

Howsver, the people of our
countsy who desire peaceful co-
xistenc but welcome

e e cannot
- the sctions taken by the Soviet
Governm

ent since Stalin’s death

as well as the determination ex-

in Khrushehev's h

end the brutalities and infus-

tioes which marred a perjod of
Soviet life,

The State Depariment wants’

. the American people to believa

that the tragedies, crimes snd

injustices which took place dur-

ing“ the Btalin era are evils

which ars jnherent in socialism.

under

t perpetra
“taiia’s anderainty in fact;

“alten t0 soolalisth, They were
! an lnt:?eublo indrance to the
" advance of socialism, Socialism
0 dadicated.to she-itheration of

L

manity, :t- roguites ‘n: evet:tx!;,
panding demotracy, the gro

of human freedom and personal
liberties, the. development of
conditions which will ultimately
eliminnte aithogether the use of
force in the relations between
people,

Proud Supporters’ of Soviet

W have been and will con-
tinue to be the proud support-
ers  of socialism everywhers.
We have fought and will con-
. tinue to fight egainst the ef-

forts of big business to calume-

- niate and villify the S8oviet Un-
, fon and other soeialist coun-
tries.
* We Communista know that
socialism must eradicate the
inhumanity of capitalist so-
clety, That is why we, above
all, are desply shocked by the
revelations contsined in Kh-
rushchev's speech,

In our epinion this apeech
should bave besn made public
! by the CP8U {taelf. We do not
: share the view that the ques-
|: tions dealt with, no matter how
painful and abhorrent, are ex-
clusively the internal affair of
the CPSU. The role which the
Soviet Unjon has played In
world affairs for the last forty
years, and the defsnse of its
soclalist achievernents by work-
ors in the U, 8. and other
countries have made these
m'hltur. publie.  issues every-

racy, justics and international-
ism were permitted to-@evelop
and oontinue ‘yachenked for
twenty - years must still be
made by the leadership of the
CPSU, It needs also to be made
by Marxists everywhere. Kh-
rushchey’s contribution to the
exposure of wmistakes and to

Communist Party’s

basle- | of. how such
Mgﬁ!&.@g&f

the process of ‘toitection now
going on, mukes
ginning in this direstion,

We cannot eccept an analy-
sizs of such profound mistakes
which attributes them aajely to
the capricious adberrations of a
single individual, no matter
how much arbitrary power he
waz  wrongly permitted to
usurp. It is just as wrong to
ascriba all the mistakes and’
violations of soclalist prineiples '
to a singile individun! as it was !
to ascribs to him  all the
achisvements and grandeur of
oocg.)‘m progress ia the U, 8,

In our opinfon the mistakes
made were- primarily u result
of wrong policles and concepts
arising, in part, out of the fact
that the Soviet Union was the
plenesring land of socialiem
and was surrounded for dec- -
ades by a hostila capitalist
world. Some of these policies
and concepts have al y been
repudiated. -But the histeric
objective factora associated
with these errors need to bs
more fully assessed. Also re-
quired is a further and desper
examination of such gquestions
a3 the structure and opsration
of socialist demoeracy fh the
Sovict Union and other soctal-
ist countiries as well as of the.
new problems and perapectives
arising as ths workers of other
lands move toward socialism.
‘This will {lluminate the sourcs
of past errors and help avoid
future ones. -

We are deeply disturbed by
facta revealed in information
coming from Poland that or-
gans and media of Jewish cul-
ture were summarily dissolved
and & number of their leaders
executed. This is contrary to
the Soviet Tinion's historie von-
tributions on ‘the Jewish ques=
tion. Khrushchev'a fallures to
deal with these cutrames., and

28

Stateiment

“the continuing slience of Soviet
leaders, requires an whaﬁm
The Communist party of the
U. 8, has sume seviena ¢oncly-
sfona to draw from ail this. Far
Wwe are resporsible to the work-
iog class and people of ouy ewn
country, And to them we admit
frankly that we uncritically jus-
titied many foreign and doimes-
tic policies of the Soviet Unilen
Which are now showm to bs
wrong, :
ouw‘ n\:o _hfnn to re-emamine
r previpusly ove lified
and_wrong concept m rela-
tions which ahould exlst be-
tween the Marxists of various
countries, Including the soeiat-
ist eountries, These. relations
must be based on the principles
ot nrvlnfg the best natlonai in-
terests of each people and the.
colnmon intereats of all pre--
gressive humanily; of the equal-
ity of parties; of the right and -
duty of the Marxists of all oun. '
tries to engage In friendly erit- .
lcism of the thepry or prictice ..
of the Marxists of any country,
whenever they feel thig i nec-
ensary. Far from weakening,
this will strengthen intermation-
al working class solidarity, This
new -&pr_mch was reflected in
the DW [The Daily Worker] as
'earg an ’::'u‘tm March, as woll as
n the. n adopted by the
:l“iop.ﬂ'li commitiee at the end
Our stand is rooted in the pr. . .
mary concarn of our for
the present and future welfure
of the American people. Ag an
Indépendent Merxist party of
Ameriean workers dedmtod to
soclalism, we seek to add our
influence to ensuring friendebip
of peoples and world pesce. We
shall. continue to work feor
greater economio sscurity, de-
mocracy, and elvil rights in our
own country, and for unity .
with all socialiat-minded g
to aitain sociatism by constitu-
tlonal, peaceful means, eXDress-
ing the fres eholcs of the ma-
Jority of the American people.
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'AN HISTORIC. STATEMENT
‘WE ARE CONFIDENT the overwhelming majority
of our readers join us in greeting the statement of the Na-
tional Committee of the Communist Party on the Khrush-

chev speech. - L , s
t - Jn oyr opinion this is an historic statement in the life
notonly of the Communist Party of the United States but
of the ‘general socialist movement in our country. :

The National Committee, in its statement, ‘outlines
its attitude to the basic task of building an independent
American socialist- movement, its attitude to the existing
socialist countries and its attitude to Communist parties
throughout the world: Such a statement is impor-
tant not dnly for American Communists and friends of the
Communist Party. It is important too for all Americans,

 Belly Werd r. New York. Tweader. June 26,1986,

for whom the issue of co-existénce and peaceful competi-

tion between capitalist and socialist countries is an urgent
one right now, and for whom the question of changes in

the future,’

. Many newspapers are aware of the ixﬁpaet the ata(p-' :

ment is bound to make and they are already

trying to

undercut it. One line of attack is- that the Communist :

American society will become more and more urgent in

Party “is adding its voice,” as the New York Times puts it, .

to those of other parties. But as the statement itself points

out and as the Tanes jtself says elsewhere, Marxists began
- to outline in the Daily Worker a new approech as far back

as the middle of March, and at its four-day meeting at the
end of April the National Committe¢ of the Comrnunist

Party called for 2 new Jook at its relations with the coun- -

tries of socialism and with other Communist parties.
The main Jine of attack, however, upon the American
and other Communist parties goes like this: Their state-
ments “must be regardesa as hypotritical and unacceptable”
(N. Y. Times) because they “have not given up their goal of
dictatorship, the roat institution from which Stalin’s and his

colleagues’ crimes arose”; and that the Communists have

not-“understood that full democracy and right of dissent

are essentials for any tolerable hwnan society.”

; Let’s leave aside just how full is “full democracy”

undler l:::giuilhm. and just ‘how sacred is the right of diss
sent. Lets

edve dside the shameful record of the New
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York Times on these' fangdamental principles at mafy
~ & erftical moment such as the Smith Act arrests. But the

fact remains that the National Committee statement calls
~ for- a thorough exumination of just these questions in re-

Jution to socinlism. = . o

deeper examination ' guestions us the structure end
operation of socialist in the Soviet Union sad
other socialist countries a3 as of the new problems

-Changes are already under way in the Soviet Union
and the socialist countries. These changes may
be fust enough; but one thing we can say with complete as- -
surance: socisliun in America wﬂldiffgrfrmnthelgaeﬂn
Russian conditions of socialism in the Soviet Union. Jt will
ako seek to avoid the mistakes of that em -making ex-
pefience and will be a democratic soci perat
in the follest sense of the word and far excoeding the rights

won by the people under capitalism in our country, o

‘o
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and feared fo,. thele Bvew if

. A moral and political crisis of the
first magnitude is obvicualy engulf-
ing the Communist parties of the
free world, In this coyntry, Britain,
France, Italy and elaewhers, pub-

#ttack on Stalin has hed an une!
precedented impact, From the high-
st Jeader of world communism,
Communists the world over have
20w been told, in effect, that what

on Btalin and Khrushchev, they may

convinca wome that they sre no. .

Al
HHHITHRE
| Blani
i 3? g.
£ $§€ssiaaa ;é

i
i
;g

’igE
;
gs.
i

o
L
g
i
sl

g
:
-
§

use it well

Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000200380004-2

3



R —

T e

. *: An unprecedented “agonizing re-

appraisal”. is now going on every-
where within the Communist parties
of the free world snd among those
who have gympathised and worked
with them. In the latter categoly
no figure has been more important
this past decade than Pletro Nennt,
leader of the Italian Socialist party,
which has worked hand in glove
with the Itallan Communist party.
Now, basing himaelf upon the par-
tial text of Khrushehev's anti-Stalin

* apeech released by the Stats Depart-

ment, Mr, Nennj has belatedly joined
the world eall for an honest explans-
tion from Btalin's former colleagues
and present successors. And he
calls for “political libarty” in the
Soviet Unfon, a truly revolutionary

demand to pose. befors a naked

dictatorship, : :
“ The seed for the present peinful

~ Communist and fellow-traveler goul

ments was their primary allegiance © |
. to the Soviet Unioa and to Stalin as
the Soviet dictator. The needs of.

© “really served ‘obly & homicidal oL he
 cal bankruptcy be more.plain?, mm!ﬂr"
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maniac. Could their moral and paliti-

It is characleristic of the Com-. !
munists’ nalvets that they mow de.| OSition that hesvy Iy
mand a Marxist explanation of how| DA¥e firat priosity, And)
mnn'-mmhmml nous for the future, ground i
Democratic forcss in the free world; being Jaid for the pressng Direaso-
long ago knew and broadeast what MACy to pess its power snd ite privi-
was happening in the Soviet Union.| leges on'to is shildren through the
A dictatorship had bem set up there' institutien of new boarding schosts
mhmmtdp;w;dm& to trein the “dlite™ of tomorrow,

-and s monopoly of information and Today Cammunists (
political power, This dctatorship are trying to eonvlnuth\::t:'u‘ toey
tmposed upon the Soviet people at hnmthocmrefﬂnkﬁn..
enormous cost & gigantie transfor- | They extend the hand
rastion in every sphere of lifs. ' { ship snd cooperation ndt ceily of So-
_Unchecked by a free press, by op- | clatists but to every other “Soo-
position poiftical partiss er by the |gresstve” element 1n sach Tres ig-.

;

Leain s being substituted for the inter
cult of Stalin. Free political debste hmm’“
So still outlawed, and those dating 4o nista, tarred by the sar Iml as
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The New Leader
June 25 1956

I'r was Stalin’s habit not to let any
of his crimes go unpunished: In

each case, one of his aides had to

confess to Stalin’s crime. Khrush-
chev’s celebrated speech closely fol-
lows this example with only one
variation: Khrushchev cannot, how-
ever much he would like to, accuse
Tliving men like Malenkov; they might
be able to retaliate. Hence he puts the
blame for his own crimes on three
dead men, Stalin, Beria and Aba-
kqmov. _

The speech is one of the most out-
rageous falsifications of history we
have yet seen, a falsification of the
purest Stalinist type. Nothing could
demonstrate more clearly how little
" is actually behind the propaganda of
de-Stalinization in Russia—at least,
in contrast to one or two satellite
capitals.

Stalin was, of course, the main cul-
prit in all the crimes mentioned by
Khrushchev; what is strange is
how long it took Khrushchev to admit
this. For during his visit to Belgrade
Jast year he provoked Tito’s displeas-
ure by his refusal to acknowl
edge Stalin’s role in the mass mur-
ders of Communist party leaders;
it was he who turned Stalin’s 76th

birthday last December into a spec-

tacular homage to the dead dictator;
and it was he who dt the beginning of
the Party Congress came out agairist
the cult of personality without
word against Stalin! Only Mikoyan’s
open disclosure of Stalin's real role,
on the third day of the Party Con:
gresa, forced Khrushchev to denounce
Stalin on the last day.

TEN YEARS OF INFIGHTING

By F. raﬁz Borkenau

~ But what about Beria and Abaku-
mov? There is no doubt that these

top functionaries of the Russian Ges-

tapo- were also guilty of countless
bloody crimes. But of these real
erimes Khrushchev says nothing; and
of the innumerable crimes for which
he blames them, they are guilty of
anly one, the torture and liquidation
of the “Leningrad group” led by
Voznesensky in 1949-50. Apart from
the dubious stories regarding random
intrigues of Beria’s in the Thirties,
most of Khrushchev’s accusations
againet Beria concern crimes not
only in which Beria took no part

“but which actually aimed at his

destruction.

This is true, first of all, of the
scabrous affair of the Kremlin doe-
tors. Khrushchev baldly omits the
two decisive factors which make this
affair comprehensible. One is the

choice of the _persons who conducted .

the “doctors’ plot” investigation. They
were Ryumin, ehot after Stalin’s
death, and his boss Ignatiev, saved
and reinstated with all honers by
Khrushchev—Ignatiev, head of the
Ministry of State Security, which
Stalin had wrested from Beria’s con-
trol early in 1952 and handed over
to, Beria’s hitterest enemies. It was
not for nothing that Beria saw to it
immediaiely after Stalin’s death that
theso people weré dismissed and
arrested. The second factor sup-
pressed by Khtushthev conceins the
doctors’ alleged victims —those Mar-
shials Konev, Vasilieviky, ete. who
were to have appeared as special
Soviet patriots, in contrast to Zhukov

and his iriends, who wem not to be

thus honored. The supposedly’ threat-
ened marshals had all-been close to
Stalin personally and ‘to Zhdaney;
they continue 1o be the mamelukes of
the Army. Both the choice of the tot-
turers and the selection of the afleged
victims point to Khrushchev as the
most important survivor, nest to Bal-
ganin, of the group which authored
this affair. .
Until the publication of Khrush-
chev's syicech, there were still people
who would not recognize these con-
nections. But now Khrushchev explic-

ity mentions the Zhdanovites who
were shot (Voznezensky, Kasnetsov,
etc.) and expressly identifies himselt
with them, as he had already done in
his public speech at the Congress. At
the time, the apponents of that group
were Beris, now blamed for every-
thing by Khrushchev, and Malenkoy,
who until the early Fifties was elosely
allied with Beris. For the time being,

‘Khrushchev cannot openly attack

Malenkov, but his speech is full of
threatening innuendoes.

The political significance  of
Khrushchev's speech must be seen in
the fact that he defends his old ex-
tremist friends of the Cominform pe-
riod while heaping opprobrium on his
moderate opponents of those days,
that is, Beria and Malenkov. His
version,’ in the best ‘style of intra-
Party conflicts, assigns all crimes to
his enemies, every noble deed to him-
self. In fact, hewever, a bec-saw
struggle went om, in the cotirse of
which the warring factions nearly ex-
terminated each other. S
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“After World War W Zhilanov

fought his Party enemies to his last

- breath. When they gained the upper

hand, they tortured and liquidated his
fullowers. The “doctors’ plot” hoax
was the counter-move of the Party’s
extreme left, Khrushchev, Bulganin,
Vasilievsky, later joined by Shepilov
et al.“This was to be the overture for’

a massacre of the moderates: Propa- -

ganda attacks en masse began against
Beria, a somewhat more restrained
campaign was initiated against Mal-
enkov, while new clonds gathered
around the head of Zhukov. who had
been in trouble since 1946,

At that moment Stalin died, amid
the most astonishing circumstances.
At onoe the moderate wing gained
the uppér hand for a few months, to
be defeated again through and after
Beria’s fall. Finally, today, Khrush-
chev, under the slogan of punishing
the Beria men, seeks to obtain con-
fessions from his imprisoned oppo-

- mnents by torture, in order to have

them shot (like the group in Baku
recently) on the strength of these

confessions.

Undoubtedly, to some degree a set-
tling of accounts is involved here be.
tween various Party leaders. But
these events cannot be underatood as
a mere vendetta. Probably the key
to Khrushchev's secret speech must
bo sought in the Yugoslav propa-

‘ganda for the express annulment of
. the verdicts of all big show trials, at

least all those after the war, and in
the simultaneous demand for the pun.

ishment of all those respongible. This
propaganda vow aims primarily at
the Slansky trial of 1952 in Prague,
which was based on the same anti-
Titolst and especially anti-Zianist
inventions as the affair of the Krem-
lin doctors a few months later. These
two aflairs are not only identical in
origin and sim; it seems that the
Slansky people were even brought 1o
Moscow for “treatment” to be worked
over by the same Ryumin who later
conducted the tortare of the Kremlin
doctors. This action, initiated by Sta-
lin, was supported by Khrushchey
and Bulganin, Should the revision of
the show trials extend too far, those
two wounld soon be sitfing in the
dock. Hence Khrushchev's sudden de-
cision to air these matters himself,
to shift the guilt from himself to the
dead, especially Beria, whose death
he had caused!

But there are other signs of rapid-
ly mounting resistance to further re-
visions of the show irjals. The
Albanian Party Congress and the
Czech Party Conference are telling
examples: The number of confusing
rumors intended to undermine
Khrushchev’s “revelations” is also on
the increase. One wonders at so much
effore,

¥ Khrushchev cannot resist the
pressures of Mikoyan and Tito for
further revisions of the legal mur-
der, it is because he cannot do with-
out them. Both, especially Tito, are
guarantors of the good faith of the
coexistence campaign. I Khrushohev
now openly started shooting his ap-
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‘povents, if he decisively said “No"
to Tito, he would destroy the world's -
budding faith in a change in the.
Communist world—it would be the
end of caoperation with Belgrade,
Delbi and Rangoon, of the increased
efforts in Paris and Rame, the woping
of Asian Socialists and Western Left
Soclalists, : ~
The compromise of early 1985.

“which confirmed Khrushchey's lead-

ership, rigidly limited his chanoes of
carrying out his revolytionary do-
mestio plans, especially with regard
to the farmers, The only field where
he could give full play to his aggres-
sive tendencies was foreigr policy. He
thus bases his prestige and power on
successes in forelgn policy. For this
Tito is indispensable—and Tito ruth-
lessly insists on redemption of his
pledge, namely the revision of the
show trials which was aepparently
promised in Belgrade and which is
such a terrible threat to Khrushche.

How will Khrushchev escape from
this dilemma? We do nat know, What
he attempted toward the end of the
Party Congress may make sn im.
pression for a while. But it is so obvi-

~ously a web of lies that it can hardly

be maintained for any length of time.
The dead will continue to spesk and
the living will continue to “‘tremble
at their words, and even more at the
words of thoze who will give voice to
them. One may wonder how long it
will be possible under these circum.
sances for Moscow to maintain the

facade of unshaken leadership, -
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TATE DEPARTMENT publication of

_) Nikita Khrushchev’s secret re-

port on Stalin’s crimes is an event of
tremendous importance.

Though Moscow does not deny the

" document’s authenticity, the pub-

lished text evidently omits a number
of passeges containing revelations
particularly inconvenient for Stalin’s
successors, The State' Department got
the report from non-Soviet Com-
munists in an edited form whick had
been circulated by the Soviet Party
for the information of the “fraternal”
foreign parties. Moscow’s lack of con-
fidence in Communists abroad is well
known, and the document was doubt-
less hieavily eensored. '
Significant omissions occur in the
‘sections dealing with Soviet foreign

. policy. The document Jacks details on

Stalin’s relations not only with Com-
munist China but even with Yugosla-
via, although Khrushchev could
hardly have overlooked these in his
report. It is completely silent on
Stalin’s bloody repressions against
foreign Communists living in Ruseie
in the 1930s, although at the time of
the report various liquidated Polish,
Hungarian and other Communists
were being rehabilitated. At the same
time, there are unquestionably dele-
tions in some sections dealing with
domestic affairs. Thus, in speaking of
the Army purge Khrushchev must
have mentioned, if not Marshal

By Boris 1. Nicolaevsky

Tukhacheveky, at least Generals
Bluecher and Yegorov, who have now,
judging from the Soviet magazine
Questions of History, been posthu-

‘mously rehabilitated,

Though we lack the full picture,

what has already been released is of.
.tremendous significance not only for

the history of the Stalin era but also

for an understanding of the con-
temporary Soviet scene. In recounting

Stalin’s deeds, Khrushchev, even
when he names no names, illuminates
many acts of his colleagues, Stalin’s
erstwhile “close comrades-in-arms,”
who were the late dictator’s aides in
various spheres. *

The style of the report is typical of
Khrushchev's major speeches. The
uninformed observer gets an impres-
sion of great candor: At first glance,
Khrushchev seems to be unburdening
himeelf of everything on his mind,
revealing even those facts that are

personally disagrecable for him. But

the’ apparent candor and simplicity
conceal a shrewd, calculating man
who knows his listeners and how to
influence - them, twisting facts and
presenting them in a light favorable
to himself,

Khrushchev’s aims in this report
imply a deep contradiction. He is try:
ing to unload on Stalin personally sole
responsibility fot: the most unsavory
aspects of the Siplin era, especiblly
the terror and the early defeats of

Sl et M S

the war. At tho same {ime, howewer,
he is trying to justify all of the majer
palicies of Stalinism. i
Khrushchev does not attack the
criminal nature of Stalin's masjor

policies, or even kis criminal methods
in achieving them. Ho hits instoad st

personality disorders, at Stalin's per-
secution complex and megalomania
in the last two decades of his life.
These qualities, according to Khrush-
chev, transformed Stalin, who had

~ previously rendered the Party grost .

services, into a half-mad despat who
ignored the views of the “collective
leadership” and began to destroy the
most faithful Party leaders. ,
Khrushchev says not a word about
the terror which Stalin directed
against the Russian peoplo and sgainst
non-Communists. He is interested only’
in the persecution. of Communists, in
Stalin’s departure from -“Leninist
principles” of “collective ;leader-
ship.” Khrushchev jgnores the fact
that the unbridled terror of the 1929-
33 collectivization drive, which killed
millions of innocent people, created
the atmosphere which mado the: later
Stalinist terror against Communists.
peychologically possible. Khrushchev:
refuses to see that the “Industrial
party,” Menshevik. and other. trials
of 1930-31 prepared the way for the’
“big trials” of 1936-38, and that the
torture in, GPU prisons of sgreno:
inists, engineers, technicians, doctors
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i
and fishery experts was a necessary
prologue to Stalin’s terrorist measures
against the “Leningrad center” of

Bukharinites, the Sverdlgvsk “insur-

: rectionary stafl” of Kabakov, ete.

All the facts which Khrushehev
cites deal with Stalin's persecution of
Communists (or, in the sole excep-
tion. of the 1953 “doctors’ plot,” of
non-Communists whose patients were
top Party leaders). And this is the key
to his whole position: He would like
to turn the dewngrading of Stalin
into an internal affair of the Commun-
ist’ parly, admitting no “outsiders.”
Judging from Moscow reports, this
effort is proving difficult: Khrush-
chev’s revelations have already gone
beyond the Communist parly cells

- and become widely known at all levels
* of the population—in Moscow, at any

rate. The facts he cited are so vivid
and convincing that no amount of
Party *vommentary™ ean prevent pen-
ple from drawing their own conclu-
sions. :
" Khrushchev wished to strike at

‘Stalin for his persecution of Com-

munists: in reality, he struck a severe
bow at the terrorist basis of the
Soviet regime, Khrushchey was trying
to prove that Party “collective leader-
ship” is a sufficient antidote to the

terrurs _unleashed under Stalin; in-
under .

reality, he provided more than ample

justification for the conclusion that

Party dictatorship is the root of the

evil, and that it is necessary to create
Tepresentative government based on
fundamental political liberties.
Most important in Khryshchev’s
report were the factual revelations

.about Stalin’s crimes. Though a great

deal is distorted, nevertheless these
tevelations — correctly interpreted —
can furnish the basis for a serious
history of the Stalin era.
Khrushchev revealed varivis as-
pects of Stalin’s carcer from 1922.
23, when he was sharply at odds with
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‘the stricken Lenin, to 1953, when he
personally ordered the Kremlin doe-
tors arrested, tortured and forced to
confess that they were “poisoners.”

. But the most crucial revelations. un-

questionably, concerned Stalin’s ac-
tivity during the “Yezhovshchina,”
the Great Purge of 1936-35.

In my opinion, Khrushchev's most
important disclosure was his publica-
tion of the telegram sent by Stalin
and Andrei Zhdanov on September
25. 1936 from Sochi on the necessity
of replacing NKVD chief Henry
"Yagoda, who had “proved himself in-
capable of unmasking the Trotskyite-
Zinovievite bloc,” with Nikolai
Yezhov. The telegram stressed that
the NKVD “is four years behind in
this matter™ and added that “this is

noted by all Party workers and by the

majority of the representatives of the
NKVD.” This telegram is a funda-
mental document which illuminates
the entire history of the Yezhoush-
china,

The day after the telegrum was
sent, Yezhov’s appointment was an-
nounced in a decree of the Presidium
of the All-Union Central Executive
Committee (published in Pravda and
Izvestia, September 27, 1936), and
the Yezhovshchina had begun. But
Stalin’s role in this is less important
than the telegram’s words that a
purge was four years overdue.

Why jour years, in Stalin’s opin-
ion? What happened four years be-
fore the telegram ‘was sent, in the
fall of 1932? There was a Central
Committee plenum from September
28 to October 2, 1932. The official
accounts spoke of reports on Soviet
trade, the prodiction of consumers’
goods and the dbvelopment of heavy
industry. The question around which
bitter struggle developed, however,
was Stalin’s proposal to execute the
leaders of the Ryutin opposition
group. who had been arrested shortly
before.

36
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This group!was discussed in great
detail in the famous Letter of an Old

. Polshevik, first published in Decem-

her 1936. The Ryutin group was ac-
cused of drawing up a program.
which. wrote the “Old Bolshevik,”
“occupied altogether alightly less
than 200 pages; of these, more than
50 were devoted to a personal char-
aclerization of Stalin,” an appraisal
of his role in the Party, and an expe-
sition of the thesis that without Sta-
lin’s wemoval neither the Party nor
the country could regain a state of
health. These pages were wriilen very
forcefully and pungently, depicting
Stalin as a kind of evil genius of the
Russian Revolution who, motivated
by personal love of power and venge.
fulness, had led the Revolution to the
brink of the abyss.”

Stalin declared that this document
was a call for his murder and do-
manded the execution of Ryutin and
other leaders of the group as terror-
ists. But the collegium of the NKVD
asserted that it lacked the power to
do this, and Stalin could not obtain
a majority in the Politburo, where
Sergei Kirov and Sergo Ordehoni-
kidze led the opposition to execution.
At the Sepiember 28-October 2 ple-
num, the question of execution was
laid aside. A week lafer, the Pre-
sidium of the Party’s Central Con-
trol Commission (then headed by
Yan Rudautak, who also opposed ex-
ecution) expelled the leaders of the
Ryutin group and a number of per-
sons connected with them (including
Zinoviev and Kamenev) but sent
them for various terms to concentra-
tion camps and isolators. "

Stalin again raised the question
of the death penalty for intra-Party
oppositionists at the next plonun
(January 7.12, 1933) in connection
with the case of Eismont, A. P
Smirnov and others. Again, both in-
the Politburo and at the plenum. &
solid majority was against him, led
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By Rirov. Ordahonikidzs and Kuiby-

 shevy supported by Mikhail Kalinin

and  Stanislav  Kossior. Andrei
Andrevev. Kliment Voroshilov and

“even Maolotov took a vacillating posi-

tion.” Only Lazar Kaganovich stond
by $talin to the end.

Thus Stalin and Zhdanq\-'! when
they spohe in their 1936 telegram of
a fopr-year lag, were referring to this
1932-33 dispute and were in effect
demanding that executions of their
intra-Party opponents begin at once.

Stalia had not been idle between
“Octoher 1932 and October 1936. e

- had:-been  systematically preparing

the Yezhorshchina since the spring of
1933, when he set up a special
“Secret Commission of State Secur-
ity” in his personal secretariat. This
commission, kept secret even from
Polithure members, was headed by
Alexander N. Poskrebyvshev, whom
Khrushchev brushes off as Stalin's
“loyal shield-bearer,” hut whose real
Yole wae enormous. It includel
Yezhov, Agranov and uthers. Its ac-
tual chief at all times was Stalin,
closely advised in these matters by
Kaganovich, who, under his uid-
ance, workéd omt # new Party con-

- slitutiunfor the 17th Party Congress.
“This new eonstitution (Khrushchey
‘cites several of its secret points for
“the first time) eliminated the Central
" Control Commission, which had been

formally independent of the Central

LCommittee and had special rights,
“and cneal_eﬂ a tﬁgﬁ,_“special sector” in
-~ the Central Commiltee apparatus,
- which legally assumed much of the
- work of Poskrebyshev’s “Secret Com-

mission of State Security.”

' Meanwhile, the famine of 1932.33
and Hitler's triumph jn Gernany led
inside the Party ta demands for a

-change not only in Stalin’s intra-

Party reginie but in the major politi:
cal line he had followed from 1928.

.29 on. At the 17th Parly Congress,
advocates of such a. change heE a
_majority-—as the composition of the

new Central Committee revealed. The
reforms carricd out in 1934-35 (the

‘abolition of bresd-rationing cards,

the elimination of “political sections”
at the machine-trafor stations, and,
somewhat later, the pew Soviet Con-
stitution, whose regl author Was
Bukharin) indicate’ the program of
this new majority, which was headed
"hy Kirov. .
* Though this group had.a majority
in the Central Committee plenmns-
and in the Politburo, it was hobbled
by fear of a sharp conflict within the
Parly. Many were convinced that »
-split in the Party would bring a
crisis which the Soviet regime could
“nat survive. Their strategy was there-
fore to assume power peacefully in
the Party apparatus. The key role in-
this was assigned to Kirov, who was
to move from Leningrad to Moscow
and take over the leadership of the
moast important sections of the Party
apparatus,

Kirov was murdered in December
1934, on the eve of his departure for
Moscow; the murder was organized
by the “Secret Commission of State
Security.” '

Khrushchev’s remarks on the Kirov
murder offer liitle new in content hut
they are important because Khrush.
chev said them. He confirms the m; s.
terious circumstances surrounding
the death of Borisov, Kirov's per-
sonal bodyguard (who was killed by

 Chekists acting on orders. from Sta-
lin’s secretariat). He openly admits
the existence of a number of mysteri.
ous elements in this affair and an-
nounces that a special commission
has now been eet up to investigate
them. He leaves no doubt that the
Presidium of the Central Committee.
which organized this investigation.
regards Stalin as responsible for Ki-

rov’s murder.

Finding himself in_ & minority in

1932, Stalin organited a plot agains!
the Paity majority in his personal
secrelariat. The murder of Kirov, or-
génl?ed ‘on his drders, eliminated the
most ithportant of his foes. The
Yezhovshching, carried out on his
ordera, destroyed all those whe in

_ major Stalinist policy line
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The terror, of eoura,. ; ;u not lim-

ited 'to the period of the: ¥ezhop-

shehinag. When Yezhov had completed
his assignment, he 100 was sent to

_his doom, and the Beris period be-
" gan. Its history is even less known

than that "of the Yezhov perfod,
Khrushchev’s report provided some

valuable - information - about  the- -

behind-the-scenes aspects of this pe-
riod, but it requires extensive dnaly-
-sis.'ﬂlweamethelntymsﬂ
Stalin’s life, characterized by hitter
*quabbles between Beris, whe sptthe
end lost Stalin's confidence, gud

Beria's foos, headed by Poskrehy.

shev. Khrushchev gives valuable. in.
formation about this period, _too,
especially concerning the so-called
“Mingrelian affair” in 1952 and the
“doctors’ plot” in 1953, But these
parts of

for Khrushchev

’s account neueg,:
be approached with special caution -
hohev himaell, in his dag,~
was completely in Poskrebyshev’s -

camp and the torture of the arrested

doctors was applied by Iguatiev,
whom Khrushchey supports even now,
. Khrushchev's report, taken as a

whole, marks & vital stage in the

development of. the struggle within
the Communist party and is a highly
valuable source for undersianding the
history of the Stalin erg. Though
Khrushchev
many respects and. deliberately les
in & number of  cases, ‘historical
_analysis enables us to yncover many
of his distortions. And correct under-
standing of the history of the Stalin
era can be a very important weapon
in the struggle against all attempts to
preserve the regime which hes given
buch murderdus proof of its inner
Viciousness, ) ‘
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